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Second Edition Fall 1967 


RONALD H. BAYES 


"The clown is everywhere unmasking 
because of his absolute mask." 


— —- Rowena Wilkinson 


To 
MARY HAMILTON DAVISON 


This is a sort of travel book in time. These 
verses were written between Marchand August, 
1965. They allude to some specific geograph- 
ic locations, as well as The Indian Festival of 
Arts held in LaGrande in 1965. Directly they 
refer back at least as far as Lum and Abner 
and childhood 4th of Julys in the 1930s and 
1940s, and indirectly much further. The title 
is not without regard to those Julys, that Fest- 
ival, and the Viet Nam War and earlier ones. 
Neither is it neglectful of the duo-astronaut shot 
and the Mars probe, The book ends, ina way, 
with the death of Ambassador Stevenson. If it 
ends, 

(R.B., August, 1965, Umapine, Oregon) 


PASSUS I 


I don't care what 
you 
say 

but that you 

dance. I feel, under 
//moving (DUENDE) 
((SNAKE)) (WEAVE A CIRCLE & WATCH THE FANGS))) 
standing — moving 
move 

so I care in/wards 

out wards off 
in wards in 


Not that that is not it. Right. Write. 
But do. 

[am you Indians thanks. Iam of this 
county, denials by others now & not 
withstanding. 


Father. Warmth, Sun. Son, Death. 
When? Ever? 


Forever. 


There is more. & no more. 


PASSUS IH 


ET IN ARCADIA W/ VARIATIONS ? 


Mike's Place pastrami after the kindness of 
beauty nearly over/ 

w/ Imd 

me 


"T love you I love you I love 
you & assume never a 

gain to/ see you or touch 
you I love you"! 


9(how touching)&c 


& so on schooner 
of beer. 


Friends gone/ 
out 


RECALL: 
Blick Aircraft. 
Johnston (Erick). 
Stassen (worth seeing this whatever by 
Monty Montgomery my/me). 


Deaths. 

In time. 

In Kal-if-orn- 
ya. 


'There is no freeway." 


50 ? 


MEAN/time 
back off 

Powell 

Hod carriers. 


WORSHIP 
is relative ? 
SUBSTITUTE ex/clam 
/action points 
& also why the staggered 
line, 


PASSUS IH 


June, 1965: Stinson Beach: 

walking, 

walking the beach again 

» Mountains flat 

land 

people feel obliged to be 

moved I suppose, 
Always. 

In this case none of the 

other earlier thumps 

» expectancies, Perfect 

day. Good night before. 

Soon back to the bastion 

O Ivan Shark Somewhat 

Letter from Warren 
again on the eve of my departure (ESP? ), 

tho this time only the start 

of juxtaposition 

- Poses. Yes, I 

must drop more, I keep finding 
SPUME 
vista & 
roads you cd kill 
yrself on always/ 


lost notes 


mistaken addresses 
but some of the panic 
phallic far gone since the lady. 


sle slo slo sleals ale le als ob leas Io ob 


aloss of terror 


ROUND EYED GLASSES ? 
DARK, 
YOU ? (takeaway 
two 
two 
two) 


als Se Seale ste al sk als ale le ale ale ole ole sie al ole oh ale * abe be le ie le 
ae ie ae AS AS AS AS AS AS AS AS AP AS AS A EE PN ee ad led 


Set piece: 

I on the sea rocks in a breeze 

& almost uncomfortable in warm sun 
(DOWN!! DOWN ADJECTIVES!). 


Tuhmorra another day's eye, Geoff See: 
& then to the airport 
mid-afternoon/ w/ respect 
even love 
then the airport 
at mid-afternoons. 


PASSUS LV 


(again for W. H. A.) 


DEAF VALLEY DAYS! 
WHAT SHD ONE DO W/ THE E? THE LONG E? 


"Must they be bad?" said caustical Max, 

''Mightn't a good boy who stopped saying his prayers 

Be allowed to slip into the spider's fingers? '' -- John 
Crowe Ransom 


As you instructed, then, 

the clock remains unwound 

the telephone off on a vacation 

rate, 

the trains rumble rnore remotely 

now 

I think of 33 now 

that I'm here; 

the historical hysterical year/ big year 

of crackups tackups & here: hear! 

SEE 

(fingerpoints as in old Barnum & B/ 

Ringling 
ads) 

THE TOEDANCE ON A LEDGE! 

a coward hedging 

bets 


here 
& a crowd edging, shoving forward 


sensing the need for encouragement, 


PASSUS V 


'Poor mortals that are clog'd with Earth below 
Sink under Love and Care, 
While we that dwell in Air 
Such heavy passions never know, !! 
—— John Dryden, from The Indian Queen) 


O FESTIVAL! O YEAR! 


ale ale ole ale le ole She la ale als Jloals ole sk ale ole ole ole ol ole ol ole 
ORAS OS OR OR OS OR ORGS * APOE OE OP OR OR OE AS NS a ENS + NS 


Two: 
Never 
never 
to 
knock 
a 
dance 
done 
w/ love—even 
a little. 


"Give mea rest 

from talking,'’ he sd— 
grating out in monologue 
w/ tears 7 mad violins. 


SHIT ! who hasn't sd it— 
felt it ? 


"To adopt,'' he sd, 
Three: 


Which way IS up, Philip, Charles? Mr. 
Whomever went to Whatever to/too. 


a 


To adopt 
(California~New York & Inbetweenses) 


Charles 
» Phil? 
FEET, as Franklyn sd, what, 
when, even ina moment of panic one cannot 


see them? Foot/ foot it/ strophe/ & after, 
(no grave | 
—Graves— 

classical al/il-usion., 


HENCE & ID EST: ''My dear People, '' used enough 
even by the Chief, even used too much leaves 
a touch 
that might have been intended, 


% 


PASSUS VI 


MAGPIE GRACEFUL AS A GULL 
BALANCES 
ON THE WIND 


A RELATIVITY OF EYES 


A TENDENCY 
TO WANT TO KISS PEOPLE 


CONFUSION ON QUIET FOURTH OF JULYs 
DESIRE FOR BASTILLE DAYS 


PSYCHOSIS MUCH AS A KILL-DEER HAS 
& flights similarly patterned 


CONFUSION EVER SINCE FOURTH OF JULYs 
BECAME QUIET. NEEDING SKYROCKETS 
FIRECRACKERS 
ROMAN CANDLES & SEVERALPHASE AIRBOMBS 
even at the expense 
of a few fingers and fires. 


Peace in this world 
is a quiet thing, 
& quiet relative... 


PASSUS VII 


Anxious Asp 

off Grant (on Union)? 

N. Beach? 

Nope — ESP notwithstanding, Schaff was in Noohaven 
& I Luhgrant,. Leave it @ ESP, tho, 2d hand the 
more surprising. 


Orange Ogre, 
Movable Forest in the Fresno mall, 
(Carmel et Monterey, 19when) 
It is hard to keep score, 
VIZ, cut across-------- SAIGON. 
Coup et counter-coup 
et what 
shall the owner due 
to 
redeem (?) it. 


1939, early 40's? ... LUM, hurt: 
LUM: "Et tu Brutus,"' 
ABNER: 'What?!"! 
LUM: "Et tu Brutus,"! 
ABNER: 'Waal, Lum, why didnja 
save one fer me?" 
Retention. Some things worth it. 
As at 11:30 a.m., flying, realization 
"DEBTS I 
CAN NEVER 
PAX 
& HONOR THE 
MAGNIFICENT WEIGHT OF,"'! 


PASSUS VII 


The FLAG 

& SUN still up @ 

6 p.m. 

@ least today the bit 

in mouth 

was more than working 
day. 


Pound plum 
Olson stone 
Williams Amerika 


PASSUS 


E.K., departing: 
"West Coast 
doesn't stop here 
anymore, '' 

West, 


o departed Maxie. 


WEST. 3rd scene, 


good heavens 


yr outa 
UNIFORM 
AE AK IE IK FS 2S 3K 2K 2K 2K aK 2k ok ak ak ak ok 


IX 


compare: "You're here & so amJ,!! 


ME AE AK AS I OI Sk ak ok Kok ak ok ak k ak ok 


OUIJA. 


———--_._.— 


''Nobody there but a buncha adults, ' 


——__—— 


(May, 1965) 


PASSUS X 


The end 
is no neat mark 
& you can 
swish 
around the mark (as Clay 
the Champion sd: like a butterfly 
&c). To hit is sometimes stark — 
starker than clear, embarrassing misses( 


swing, then 
swing! (misses / misses) 
starker 
& stark. 


Dark. 
Dark, 


(2) 


As, per Cranes, 
I think my friend 
wants a chance 


to hurt himself 
again. 


Like: "there is no hope// 
except// hope." 


& I ponder Malraux's 

La Condition Humaine again 

& wonder if there may be men who have 
to be thrown into furnances, 

& if my friend is one, if, wordless, 

I may be. 


(3) 


Be: Bhu — as Fenollosa sd the verb (Aryan) to be — grow. 
'Ely like a butterfly, "' 
Sting like a bhu. 


PASSUS 4X1 


'So my smile, which others may call whistling in the dark, 
is merely the inordinate need to activate a muscle in order 


to release an emotion,'' -- Jean Genet 


Sd Daniel, free: ''My tenants above 

me don't love me, ''— 

shuddering in the cold 

10 p.m. back yard. 
O THE STORIES WE TELL 
(like about the man who 
committed cityside 
in Oklahoma Sue). 


& then there was this uncle 
who had a watermelon. 


FINE ARTS 

on the Fresno mool, 
race tolerance 
& the kids from LA. 


Again one wanders, 
wonders, 

Lady. Never white on grey! 
WE MUST NOT HAVE IT! 


Bible pumping, according to book 3, Daniel, one of these 


hopping savings. Scores, Wrack-ups, or whatever. 
'T find that you're one of the few contributors 


w/ this kind of crap,'!' sd emotional Don ov mah verses. 


One might generalize about gratuitous announcements 
&/or gratuitous announcers. 


Unhappy? No. 
Such unhappy rendezvous 
go 
w/ the blue 
wat-tear. 


PASSUS XI 


Potpourri of days. 
Ugh. Smile. Shake. Run about. 
Worry about why people hate each other then claim 
you've not time to &c, 
Divide like a sane man, 
What's that, Repeat. Call it chorus. 
‘ave a cup ov tea as RLP's Zen-book advised; as PW 
proferred; 'telps, 


2K OK 3K SK ok 2k ok ok ok 
So, 
breathe, 


FOR ARAM W/ LOVE 
an emulation followeth, viz: 
Cat/ 
a. / 
list/ 


she we 


Se 
ed Weg 

STR 

sles 

“Ey yD 


*K 


ale oe ole ol IL 


(let the asterisks stand for flowers of yr choosing), 


(2) 

Potpourri of, &, on w/ it 
S-J P 

like much smoothe smoothe 
not just Europa. 

A slick is a slick is a slick, 


O Persons of the drama. 


O sold Europa, Boone sold, sold Pecos Bill, 
Henreee, 


(3) 


STILL 
I lie 
between CHARLES Il 
& the corpse of Cromwell. 
In the copse. Yes. 
We must declare a land o Hamilton, 
o Jefferson, o Burr 
& Adams' 
& again, even thee Robt the Lowell. 


A LAND! 


PASSUS XII 


(coup d'oel) 


Pre-empted. 
Emptied of the right 
sharp (precise) term, 
alabaster — I can 
only say & sail 
on yes, on eyes. Tide 
(time og tide). A plaster 
saint? & I've had a few 
aint worth the pain 
of travel/ feet/ feat — 

don't even feed 
poems later 

but even these 
can and do not 
stand alone, 


So! the so there (sew & Sosostris!), 
But "Still. « «™ 
O unstill 
in yr navel 
a pebble wd thrash, thresh, 
into gold. 


Iam a goddam alchemist, 


You are fast on yr feet, 
Like 
Hope. 


(What is the heart of this — 
or are John & Henry right? ) 


As Burroughs wrote: 
"T awoke. 

someone was 

holding my hand. 

It was my other hand, "' 


PASSUS XIV 


(A garland for Henry Adams, 1838-1918: Concerto in D, 
Opus 61, w/ rain over a dozen counties) 


Where is the heart of this business? 
Where is the heart of this? 
Business? 
Labor 

labor in love of (as Confucious). 

It is raining 
& I am supposed not to be 
of a mood? ... 

a mood given. 

Li Po. All the rest of 
view through a window/ through a wine 
glass three days empty. 

By abstaining I arise. 
I guess. 
I only walk on salt. 
Balance the unbalanced 
bank/ book. 

The windows are blue 
covered—& where uncovered green 
appears inevitable. 


I will not think of jungle. 

Rather the good green 

& Black Ridge & The Lady 
whom the destroyer 
never destroys. 


The heart of this business, 
air & water, properly 
mixt 

& that one refrains 

from touching. 


Li Po— 

Duncan— 

& H.A. who sd 

"you cannot love a 

plastic rose. It never dies." 


It never dies. 


PASSUS XV 


(to Tom Strand) 


"And yet the here and now is not my country. / I hope 
to have her for ever at the Dark Entry./ But still the 
separative chasms yawn./ Crime has revoked the 

Tables of the Law.'' —— Jean Cocteau from ''Leoun, "' 


Reds pouring into Canton, 
taking boat 

(O Wainwright!) to 
Taiwan, thus 

Chaing: 

''T have decided to retire, ''! 


& Mac himself 


& recent news 
of Ben Bella's 


over-throw, CKS swept the graves 


of his ancestors 
& thenhe.., 


Old. 


Sle Slee oe 
AP OP OS ORAS 


& Ben Muss sd the mag sd 6 yrs ago 
''. « « Iwas an interesting 
person, .."' 


Me. 

My. 

Loves, 

Straw in an old straw hat: 
old/ hat/ &c ke. 


LUCK TO YOU BEN: a dream play 


First Ben, viz & contra: ''From the morning of July 
25th onward I have not read a newspaper. It is worth 
noting that I do not feel the lack, considering that I 
was an indefatigable reader of a dozen papers daily. '' 
(Mussolini from "In Captivity, ''a Notebook of Thoughts 
+n Ponza and LaMaddalena — publi shed in Noel Stock's 
The Edge. ) 


So did Franklyn, Jefferson, Burr, Hamilton. 
Bastardo ! 


Reds pouring 
into Canton 


One oar. 


One must let one's tongue caress 
Black Ridge 

& Keflavik 

& Barrow. 


PASSUS XVI 


(July 14, 1965: London/LaGrande: a garland for 
Adlai Stevenson) 


'And the sun going down in the sea 

Went utterly out. 

And the travellers looked at each other 
And turned about,'' ——} Mark vanDoren 


"Bring out what stringed lutes you possess and 
follow his music.''’ Tsunemasa (Noh) 


Until about Oregon noon 
today 

for some 

partisan years 
notwithstanding 

when asked whenever ''. . . name the 
greatest 

living American,"' 

I could always & only answer 
"Stevenson, '! 

That this afternoon 

I cannot answer 

tears 

my heart. 


But let the line be plumb! 


Sevareid sd the night before 

he died he sd he wisht one day he 
might sit in the shade w/ 

a glass of wine & watch people dance, 


Who walking w/ Mrs. Tree 

fell near the American embassy 
whose death day despite warm sun 
was ''", , . a dark, cold day." 


("HERE I AM, SEND ME,"') 
Who went always w/ heart; 
heart up, heart down, who 
foremost 
made last in march ego. 


(The movement/ is music 
is more than/ music) 

. . . before he died 

he wisht 

one day 

he might sit in the shade 

a glass of wine in hand 

& watch the people dance. 


POSTLUDE: An October Poem 
(to Dennis Carter) 


& the handsome 
drunk young 
Cherokee hit hard 
by the pregnant 
slut 
still apparently in hot 
pursuit 
but wisht newer 
satisfactions—'' Nigger’! 
she shouted at him 
in the 
Arkansas Tavern 
"Nigger; nigger!" 
but they threw him 
out, 
hard, the third time. 


nie 


& another asked if he might have 
a sip of water please mister, 
saying, ''just a little 

more, "' 


Ill. 


My brain explodes 
at pleas, 
I cannot help it. 


lV s 


& I think of Henry Adams 
in the mountains, 
Water. 
Cold vessel 
in my hand 
to the bone cold 
the plane in, 

& then awake to find crusted blood, 
I greet, 
I dream. 
I ask why I must ever be 
near any— 

as a frosted 
chalice steel 
or silver. 
"Hello hello, "' 


Vo 


& J.H. 

to Les 

who had 

just had 

cobalt treatment 

— throat — 

"You'll be composing again, 
soon,.'' & 

Les, smiling, 

"AI I'll 

(he wore cravat & the usual grey coat) 
be doing 

is decomposing,"! 


& without the chuckle (his throat hurt too much) 
the smile 
still. 


Vi, 


& he taught a little 

in October & another friend named 
John wrote me in November he died 
in late October. 


Vi. 


Now more than ever I do not understand 
this dance 

unless it is the holy 

dance of the fool forever & w/ blinding 
speed. 


NOTES: (Numbers allude to Passus concerned ) 


15. 


16. 


The 33rd year marked the departure of John Reed, 
Hart Crane, Jesus of Nazareth, and other people. 

The magpie line harks back to one in History of the 
Turtle. (book by same author) 

Ezra Pound, Charles Olson, William Carlos Williams. 
Cassius Clay, world's heavyweight boxing champion, 
who knocked out the formidable Charles (Sonny) Liston 
inone round — after giving prior warning that he could 
"Fly like a butterfly; sting like a bee." Steven Crane 
and Hart Crane. Malraux: Andre Malraux, author of 
La Condition Humaine, published in U.S. as Man's 
Fate. Ernest Fenollosa: great scholar and authority 
on Japanese culture. 

Jonathan Wainwright. There are a great many Bens — 
this alludes to no single one. The oldest of the con- 
temporary allusions ("First Ben") is to Mussolini — 
this does not preclude older ones in the earlier stanza, 
(for instance the brother of Joseph: see esp. Genesis 
42, 43, 44, 45) and others. 

News commentator Eric Sevareid. "Here ] am, send 
me," alludes to the First Book of Samuel, Ch. 3. [ 
must especially remark verse 19: "And Samuel grew, 
and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words 
fall to the ground." 
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(Wine) and Constructions in English & Japanese (Novakast, Tokyo). 
Abroad the past eighteen months, he will return to Tokyo in the 
summer of 1968 to complete a study of several modern Japanese 
novelists. His poetry and criticism have appeared in Human Voice, 
Northwest Review, El Corno Emplumado (Mexico), Wormwood 
Review, West Coast Review (Ganada) and many other publications. 
A National Woodrow Wilson Fellow in American Literature, Bayes's 
formal education was at Eastern Oregon College, Colorado State 
College and the University of Pennsylvania. He has, in the past, 
taught for the Atlantic and Par East Divisions of the University of 
Maryland. He is 35 years of age. 
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"The clown is everywhere unmasking 
because of his absolute mask," 


—- Rowena Wilkinson 
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